EIFSC ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP FAQ’s

Question: What happened to the Athlete Grant Program?

Answer: This scholarship fund replaces the athlete grant program.
Question:  What are qualifying and non-qualifying competitions?

Answer:  Non-qualifying competitions are most of the competitions in which your skater will compete, such as our own EIFSC spring competition, Skate St. Paul, Madison Open etc.  Non-qualifying means a skater will not move on to any Regional, Sectional or National levels.  Qualifying competitions are those in which a skater can qualify to the next level based on their placement. An example would be a singles skater who places in the top four at Regionals, and therefore qualifies, or moves on to the Sectional competition.  If a skater places in the top four at a Sectional competition, they will qualify for the USFS Nationals. Placing well at Nationals will potentially qualify the skater for international assignments.

Question:  My child skates at Low Beginner. What level, Basic Skills or Non-Qualifying, should I apply for?

Answer:  You would apply for the Non-Qualifying level.  Only skaters in Basic Skills levels 1-8 or Freeskate levels 1-6 should apply for the Basic Skills scholarship.
Question:  My child skates on the synchro team, but I don’t see any categories for the synchronized skating team.
Answer:  The EIFSC board votes each year to separately fund the synchro team as a group, and this funding lessens the amount each skater has to pay for their portion of the team fee.  Individual synchro team skaters are eligible for this scholarship opportunity if they skate as a single, pair or dance team in addition to the synchro team.  
Question: Who will determine which skaters will receive scholarships?  How will they determine this?

Answer:  The scholarship committee will be appointed by the EIFSC board and will not be comprised of any EIFSC members.  The scoring rubric was developed by the board and is included in the scholarship packet.
Question:  My child is only 6 years old…how can young children be expected to write a 600 word essay?  My middle school/high school age child struggles with writing…will skaters be denied funding simply because they write poorly?
Answer:  The essay is to help skaters think about why they skate, what goals they want to achieve and to think about how they can be involved in club activities and practice good sportsmanship with their fellow skaters.  We recognize that younger skaters do not have the kinds of skills necessary to write a formal essay, and expect that parents will be very involved in the process. Parents can start their skater thinking about goals and sportsmanship, and then help the skater record his/her thoughts.  We also recognize that many older children struggle with writing as well, and again, we aren’t judging the essay on technical writing ability but the content of goals, sportsmanship and club involvement.
Question:  Can a skater apply for more than one award level?

Answer: No, you must limit your application to one of the three different award levels (Basic Skills, Non-qualifying, or Qualifying)

Question: If a skater skates both singles and pairs/dance, is he/she eligible for an award in both disciplines?

Answer:  Yes.  The scholarship committee requests that skaters who fit this criteria fill out two application forms, one for their singles skating and one for the pair/dance skating.  The skater does NOT need to write two essays or have two coach recommendations! (unless the pair/dance coach is different from the singles coach)
Question:  If a skater qualifies from Regionals to Sectionals to Nationals, will he/she receive funding at each of the three levels?

Answer:  The skater will receive the funding from the highest level attained—ie, if a singles skater advances to Nationals, that skater is eligible to apply and receive the National level tier funding set at $1000, but does not accumulate Regional and Sectional funding. Skaters who attain higher levels in the qualifying tiers are rewarded with greater amounts of free club ice time.

Question:  How should I report the scholarship funds on my income taxes?

Answer: Please consult your tax advisor.

