The 2010 EIFSC Scholarship Program
EIFSC Mission: The Eastern Iowa Figure Skating Club is a non-profit organization of skaters, parents and coaches dedicated to promoting figure skating within the community; encouraging the instruction, practice and advancement of its members in any or all of the disciplines and levels of figure skating; and supporting an environment which cultivates good sportsmanship and friendship among its members.  The Eastern Iowa Figure Skating Club, as a member of the United States Figure Skating, will carry out the general policies and objectives set forth by its governing body.

In accordance with the mission statement, EIFSC is establishing a skater scholarship program to encourage club members to develop, train and advance their skating proficiency by providing funding opportunities at every level of competitive skating.  Skaters applying for the EIFSC scholarship agree to cooperate with others to further the growth and success of the figure skating club and to cultivate good sportsmanship among club members. 
Scholarship Requirements:
· Skater must fill out the application form.
· Skater must be an EIFSC home club member in good standing for a minimum of two consecutive years.
· Skater must demonstrate upward movement in terms of skill and commitment, as measured by test levels, competitive levels, and a coach’s recommendation letter.
· Skater must write an essay of a maximum of 600 words explaining why he/she should receive the scholarship. (See essay guidelines)
· Skater/family must be involved in at least one club activity annually. (See guidelines)

Scholarship Award Levels:
· Basic Skills: Skaters who skate in the USFS Basic Skills Program or private lessons in Basic Skill levels 1-8 and Freeskate levels 1-6. 
      Award Level: $100, with $25 cap per skater plus 5 free sessions of club ice.
· Non-Qualifying: Skaters who skate at any competitive level above Basic Skills and who compete primarily in non-qualifying competitions.  

      Award Level: $1000, with $100 cap per skater plus 10 free sessions of club ice.
· Qualifying:

            Tier One

Each singles skater in the Juvenile, Intermediate, Novice, Junior or Senior level that completes all required skating events for their level in the Upper Great Lakes Regional Qualifying Competition for that competition year will be eligible for scholarship funding.  This also includes each pair/dance participant that begins their qualifying season at the Midwestern Sectional Qualifying Competition.

Award Level: $2000 with $250 cap per skater plus 10 free sessions of club ice.
            Tier Two

Each singles skater in the Juvenile, Intermediate, Novice, Junior or Senior level that completes all required skating events for their level in the Midwestern Sectional Qualifying Competition or any entry level at the USFS National Showcase or any entry level at the USFS National State Games or USFS Adult Nationals for that competition year will be eligible for scholarship funding. 

Award Level: $1000 with a $500 cap per skater plus 20 free sessions of club ice.
Tier Three

Each singles skater and each pair/dance skater in the Juvenile, Intermediate, Novice, Junior or Senior level that completes all required skating events for their level at the USFS National Championships or USFS Junior National Championships will be eligible for scholarship funding.

Award Level: $2000, with $1000 cap per skater plus free club ice sessions for one year.
Additional Information:  
The scholarship applications will be reviewed by an independent board not associated with the EIFSC board of directors, and will use a scoring tool developed by the scholarship committee.  The scholarships are contingent upon the skater completing the required skates at the above listed competitions and no awards will be given if the skater withdraws from a competition for any reason.  Awards will be given at the skater banquet/annual meeting in the spring of each year. 

The EIFSC board of directors governs this scholarship program.  Any changes or discontinuance of the program will require a majority vote of the EIFSC board of directors.  The amount of the scholarship awards will be reviewed each year by the board of directors and will be set according to the budget of the club for that fiscal year. These amounts are subject to change. 

Scholarship checklist:
· Application form

· Coach recommendation letter

· Essay 
· Return all documentation by May 28, 2010 to:
     Becky LeDuc

     137 19th St. NW

     Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
                    OR
           My folder at the rink

Application for EIFSC Athletic Scholarship
Name: __________________________________ Age:____________  USFSA #:_____________
Street address: __________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________  State: __________   Zip: _______________

Phone number: _____________________________  Cell:_______________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________

Scholarship Award Level applying for: _____________________________________________
(Basic Skills, Non-qualifying or Qualifying (list Tier I, II, or III)
EIFSC member since: _______________________ (month/year)
Testing Levels:

MIF: ___________________________________  Date accomplished: ____________________

Freeskate: _______________________________ Date accomplished: ____________________

Competition level: ________________________ (ie, Basic Skills level 7, High Beginner, Junior Ladies)

List competitions skated in the 2009-2010 season: _____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

List family activities and number of volunteer hours completed in the 2009-2010 season: 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
Signature of skater if 18 or older: ____________________________________ Date:_________
Signature of Parent/Guardian if under 18:_____________________________Date:_________
Please Note:  Any scholarship money received in the amount of $600 or more will require the completion of tax Form W-9 with the scholarship recipient’s name and Social Security number.  Scholarship recipients will receive a tax Form 1099-MISC from the Eastern Iowa Figure Skating Club on or before January 31st, 2011.

*******Due Date: May 28, 2010*******

Coach Recommendation Letter Form

Coaches, the EIFSC board recognizes your time is limited and we have developed this form to assist you in completing your skater’s scholarship application.  Each category only needs a sentence or two from you. This form is only a guideline; please feel free to add whatever comments you think would be beneficial to your student. Return the completed form to Becky LeDuc, (not your skater) either by mail or in the folder at the rink.
Skater name:_____________________________________________________________

Skater test level:__________________________________________________________

Skater current competitive level:_____________________________________________

Skater skill progression over the last season:____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Skater attitude/work ethic:__________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Additional comments:______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Coach  signature:_________________________________________ Date:____________          
Essay

Essay guidelines:

The essay is a maximum of 600 words, written by the skater, including but not limited to the following areas:

· Why do you skate?

· What are your skating goals and how will this scholarship help you achieve them?

· What other skating or club activities do you participate in? (ie, exhibitions, helping at competitions, club social events etc.)
· How do you demonstrate good sportsmanship on and off the ice?

· Why do you think you are the best person for the scholarship?
· Please provide any additional information that you would like us to know while reviewing your application for the scholarship.

We recognize that younger skaters, especially the Basic Skills level skaters and others who have writing difficulties may need extra help from parents.  The essay will not be judged on grammar skills or writing proficiency!  The intent of the essay is to have the skater consider why they are skating, what they can do to progress their skating, and how they can demonstrate good sportsmanship within the club and with their fellow skaters.  
Family/Individual Adult Involvement
Family/Individual Adult Involvement guidelines:
It is important that families of the skaters or individual adult skaters be involved in supporting club activities and fundraising events for the club. The list below, while not exhaustive, includes some areas you can be involved:

· Board member

· Chair a committee

· Serve on a committee

· Help with a competition

· Help with a club social event

· Help with an exhibition

Please list the club activities and approximate number of volunteer hours spent in these activities on the scholarship application form. You must be involved in at least one activity per skating year for your skater to be eligible for the scholarship.
The EIFSC board recognizes that this year we have not given a great deal of time for skaters to get their scholarships in.  We apologize for the inconvenience, and future years you will be given notice of deadlines well in advance.  If you have questions, please contact Becky LeDuc at:

leducmail@gmail.com  or 319-364-4372.

Scoring Rubric (Information Only—do not fill out)
Skater name:____________________________________________________________
Scholarship Award Level:__________________________________________________
(Basic Skills, Non-Qualifying or Qualifying (list Tier I, II, or III)
Check the appropriate blanks:

I.      Years member: 2 years_____  3-5 years_____  5 years+_____    Level total: ______
         (one point per level cumulative)

II.     Test Level: Moves in the Field  (one point per level cumulative)
____ Pre Preliminary


____ Intermediate

____ Preliminary


____ Novice

____ Pre Juvenile


____ Junior

____ Juvenile



____ Senior

                Level total: ______
III.    Test Level: Freeskate: (one point per level cumulative)

____ Pre Preliminary


____ Intermediate

____ Preliminary


____ Novice

____ Pre Juvenile


____ Junior

____ Juvenile



____ Senior

                Level total: ______
IV.   Competition Level:  (one point per level cumulative)

____ Basic Skills 1-8


____ Juvenile
____ Freeskate 1-6


____ Intermediate

____ No Test levels


____ Novice
____ Pre Preliminary


____ Junior

____ Preliminary


____ Senior                                  Level total: ______                 
V.    Competitions 2009-2010 
         Number  skated:_____________                                                    Level total: ______
         (one point per competition cumulative)
VI.   Family involvement:
        Number of hours volunteered  in 2009-2010 skating year    

        (one point per level cumulative)                     

       1-20 hours     _________

       21-40 hours   _________

       41+ hours      _________                                                                  Level total: ______       
                                                                                                               Grand total: _______

